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Timekeeper's Instruction Sheet
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE

Report to the timekeeper's table to receive room assignment and time cards.  You will need a watch with a second hand or a stopwatch, a pen or pencil, and some paper.

In the round you have one duty:  to keep time.  Be sure to sit where both debaters can see your time signals.  Begin by holding up the time card for maximum time allowed for the speech and after each minute elapses, hold up the card showing the amount of time remaining.  The time format is shown at the bottom of this page.

Each debater is allowed three (3) minutes preparation time for his/her speeches.  On the table below, the times "preparation time" may be used are shown.  Keep an accurate record of how much time each debater has used.  The three (3) minutes is for the entire debate, not each speech.  If the time is used before a negative speech, subtract the amount used from the time remaining for the negative debater.  Do the same for time used before affirmative speeches except subtract from affirmative prep time.  Tell the debater how much time has has used.  For example, if the negative debater has used one (1) minute prep time, say that:  "Negative has two (2) minutes prep time."  If prep time expires, start taking time from the next speech.  Be sure to inform the debater that "speaking time will begin."

Return to the timekeeper's station before the beginning of a new round.  When you finish your assigned round, turn in your time cards at the timekeepers station.

Time Format




Affirmative.....................................6 minute constructive speech



Negative..........................................3 minute cross-examination


        uNegative..........................................Possible Prep Time



Negative..........................................7 Minute constructive speech



Affirmative.....................................3 minute cross-examination


       uAffirmative.....................................Possible Prep Time



Affirmative.....................................4 minute rebuttal speech


       uNegative..........................................Possible Prep Time



Negative..........................................6 Minute rebuttal speech


        uAffirmative.....................................Possible Prep Time



Affirmative.....................................3 minute rebuttal speech

Debaters may use preparation time during these times, if they have prep time remaining, but THEY DON'T HAVE TO.

Timekeeper's Instruction Sheet
INDIVIDUAL EVENTS

ADS - After Dinner Speaking...........................8 minutes maximum


DI - Dramatic Interpretation..........................10 minutes maximum


DUET - Duet Acting........................................10 minutes maximum


DUO - Duo Interpretation..............................10 minutes maximum


EXTEMP - Extemporaneous Speaking……...7 minutes maximum


HI - Humorous Interpretation.......................10 minutes maximum


OO - Original Oratory....................................10 minutes maximum


         Pantomime..........................................................5 minutes maximum


POETRY - Poetry Interpretation...................10 minutes maximum


PROSE - Prose Interpretation........................10 minutes maximum


SOLO - Solo Acting............................................8 minutes maximum


         Storytelling..........................................................8 minutes maximum



TV Broadcasting.................................................5 minutes maximum
Impromptu Speaking…………………………..7 minutes maximum
